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REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS

CENTERS OF EXCELLENCE IN GAMBLING RESEARCH
A New Initiative of the National Center for Responsible Gaming

in coop eration with
The Institute for Research on Pathological Gambling and Related Disor ders,
The Division on Addictions, Cambridge Health Alliance,
a teaching affiliate of Harvard Medical School

APPLICATIONSDUE JUNE 16, 2008

The Institute for Resach on Pahological Gambling and Related Disordersis pleased to amounce the
availahility of competitive grans to egallish Certersof Excellencein Gamding Reseaich. The two-fold
purpose of this new grans programis to (1) advance the underganding of disorderedgambing behavior
through innovative, multi-disciplinary resarch invedigations, and (2) erharce the dissemination of
research findings to the public. The National Certer for Regonsible Gaming (NCRG), the only private
U.S. organizaion dedcated exclusively to supporting sciertific reseaich on gambling disorders has
providedfunding for this newinitiative. The Institute for Resach on Patological Gambling and Related
Disorderswill marage the developmert and operatons of the program. (See below for more informaton
about the NCRG, the Institute, and the Division on Addictions.)

THE CURRENT STATEOF GAMBLING REEARCH

A recert study of trends in gamHing-related research found that Omiblicatons releagd between1999 and
2003 disproportionately contain almost 1/3 of all gamHing-related citationsO(Shaffer, Starton, & Nelson,
2006). This exponertial growth in sciertific resach has expanded our knowledge of Omthological
gamdingO (American Psychiatric Association, 1994). There appearsto be consensus about several
agects of the disorder, including prevalence rates among the adult gereral population (Breiter, Aharon,
Kameman, Dale, & Shizgal, 2001; Comings et al., 1999; Shaffer, LaBrie, LaPlarte, Nelson, & Stanton,
2004; Slutske, 2006). Degpite this progress, the field of gamding studiesis young compared with the
study of other addictive behaviors. The following is a list of examgdes of the mary unreslved issues
facing resarchers

¥ Theidentification of psychological and social risk and protective factors that infl uence the
transition to and onset of gambling disorders
¥ Eviderce-basdprevertion and treatmert strategies

¥ The utilization of objecive measiresof behavior, such aspsychosocial and neurobiological
indicesthatdo not directy relate to the negative consequencesof gambling;

¥ The construct validity of pathological gamting asa primary and unique disorder; and

¥ Assesmernt of the social and economic impactof gamHding.
Resach focused on such seminal issuesrequiresa funding mechanism thatis beyond the scope of the
grants currently funded by the NCRG through the Institute for Resarchon Pahological Gambling and

Related Disorders(www.divisiononaddictions.org/ingtitute). Although the incremertal researchsupported
by these grartsisvital to the field, systematc invegigations tacking fundameral reseach domains, as



opposedto targeted projects, areessertial for the continued progress of the field and the ultimate
translation of findings to effecive prevention and treatmert strateges

PURPOSE

Certers of Excellerce in Gambling Resaich grarts are intended to provide funding for a stalde, long-
term institutional focus on a complex set of gamHing-related problems requiring an innovative, multi-
disciplinary approach Recipiernts are expecied to provide leacerdhip in the field by (1) conducting
cutting-edge invedigations of gambding and gamHding-related disorders and (2) trarslaing research
findings to information that the public canunderstand and apply. Invegigative efforts should be broady
based encompassing a variety of areas including biological, biomedcal, social, behavioral, and/or
clinical scierces

SELECTION PROCES

The Institute for Research on Patological Gambling and Related Disorderswill convere anindeperndenrt
parel of distinguished scientists to evaluate grant applicaions. The criteria listed below will guide the
reviewersasthey evaluate applications to becane a Center of Excellencein Gambling Resaich.

Research Plan

The proposed invedigation should focus on a seminal issue that challenges existing paradgms and
requiresa systematc approachof inquiry. The proposal should describe the importance of the study to the
concefds or metods that drive this field. Proposals that integrate a multi-disciplinary collaboration
structure will be given priority.

Personnel

The lead invedigators should have a strong recad of resarchin the field of gamlding studies as
evidenced by a recad of scholarly publicatons in widely indexed peer-reviewed sciertifi ¢ journals and
grants from public and/or private sources The proposal also should demmstrate that other key personnel
areappropriately trainedand well suitedto carry out the proposedinvedigation(s).

Education Plan

Applicarts should propose creative ways of disseminating resarch findings to acagémic and non-
acackmic audiencesto supplemen or collaborate with the educational outreachactvities of the NCRG
and the Institute. Current educatonal programsinclude The BASS (Brief Addiction Science Information
Saurce, www.badgsonlineorg), the amual NCRG/Institute Confererce on Gambling and Addiction
(www.ncrg.org), ard the gaming employeeeducation program, EMERGE (www.emerge-training.org).

Institutional Support

A Center of Excelernce in Gambling Resaich must be an identifiade organizatonal unit within an
institutional structure (eg., univerdty, medcal center, or a consortium of affiliated cooperating
institutions). The proposal should demmstrate that the applicart institution is committed to providing the
necesary infragructure for multi-disciplinary collaboration and capade of maintaining the long-term
viahlity of the Certer for Excellerce.

EUGIBLE APPLICANTS

Applicatons will be considered only from organizaions that aretax-exempt under Secion 501 (c) (3) of
the Internal Reverue Code and which are not private foundations as defined in Section 509 (a) of the
Code. Applicaions from outside the United States are welcome as long as the applicart institution
provides a written legal opinion that the institution qualifies as tax exempt under these secions of the
U.S. Internal Reverue Code or if a qualifying organizaion is auhorizedto receie funds for them under
this code.



APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS

Formatting

The application should be presentedon 8-1/2 X 11 inch paper and formatted accarding to the following
specifications:

¥
¥
¥

¥
¥

Use anArial, Helvetica, Palatino Linotype, or Geargia typeface
Font should bein blackand 11 points or larger.

A smallertype size maybe usedin figures graphs, diagrams charts, tables figure legends, ard
footnotes However, applicarts should use their judgment and avoid the use of excessively small
type that would be diffi cult to read

Margins should be atlead one half inch on all sideson all pagesin the application.
Follow the page limits providedbelow.

Applicatons that do not meetthese requiremerts will not be acceped for review.

Components

The application must include the following componertsin order to be eligible for review:

l.
Il.
M.
V.
V.
VI.

.
1y
2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

Title Page

Resach Plan

Education and Dissemination Plan

Orgarizatonal Structure

Budget Summary and Justifi cation

Appendix (include biosketchesof key personnel, referencescited)

Title Page (Maximum one page)
TITLE of the project

The PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR (PI) is the person regonsible for the sciertific and
techical direction of the project and will function as the Certer direcior. The Pl is the
primary contact for the Institute staff. Provide full name, degees title, departmert,
institution, mailing address, telephone and fax numbers and e-mail address.

DATES OF PROPOSED PERIOD OF SUPPORT: Grants must begn October 1, 2008 ard
must conclude by October 1, 2011.

FUNDS REQUESTED: Total requeds for the three-year period may not exceed $350,000
(direct) + $52,250 (indirecf). Requegs must bein U.S. dollars

The APPLICANT INSTITUTION is the organizaion that will be legally and finarcially
regonsible for the conduct of acivitiessupported by the award

Idertify the ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICIAL atthe Applicart Institution who will be notified
if the projectis funded Provide name, degees title, mailing address, telephone and fax
numbers and e-mail address.

Idertify the AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE of the Applicart Institution who is
auhorized to sign grant applicaions and required certficaions and/or asurancesthat are
necesary to fulfill the requiremens of the applicaion proces. Provide name, degees title,
mailing address, telephone and fax numbers and e-mail address.

APFLICANT INSTITUTION CERTIFICATION AND ACCEPTANCE: The authorized
repreenative must certify that



9)

Ohe statemerts heren are true, complete and accuate to the beg of my knowledge. The
[Applicart Institution] agreesto accef the obligation to comply with the award terms and
conditions of the Institute for Resach on Pathological Gambling and Related DisordersO

The SUMMARY should be a self-contained, succinct summary of the proposed research
invedigation and educaional activitiessuitade for dissemination to the public if the project
isfunded

I Research Plan (Maximum of 12 Pages)

The narrative of the reseaich plan should include the following sectons:

1)

2)

3)

4)
5)

6)

SFECIFIC AIMS. Describe the specific aims of the proposedresach invedigation and what
you hope to accanplish during the funded period. The Certers are expected to provide the
next gereraion of ideasand approaches Incremertal work, though valuabe, should not be
the focus of Certer acivities Rather, new and creative direcions are required, ard it is
expectedthat a Certer will transform knowledge in the field.

BACKGROUND AND SIGNIFICANCE. Briefly sketch the background leadng to your
project critically evaluate the current state of knowledge in the field in a brief literatre
review, and specffically identify the gaps that the proposed invegigation is intended to fill.
Explain how the proposed project will extend existing knowledge and make a significart
contribution to thefield.

RESEARCH DESIGN AND METHODS. De<ribe the specific details of the resarch
project Include a precise de<ription of the data cdlecion methods and resarchdesgn.
Explain how the data will be cdllecied aralyzed and interpreted If possible, explain the
advartage of the proposed methodology over existing ones If human subjects are involved,
be sure to provide a detailed plan for recrutment and retertion. Resarch on low base rate
disorders such as pathological gamHting is frequently hampered by diffi cultiesin recruting
and retaining a suffi cient number of subjects.

There must be resaich aciivity acress a variety of disciplines or sub-disciplines such that
multiple sciertific perpectivesand approachesarebrought to bearon anareaor quedion; for
exampde, collaboration betweenneurosciertists, social psychologists and ecaiomists.

TIMETABLE. Provide athreeyear timetabe for the researchinvedigation.

ETHICAL GUIDELINES. Applicarts who plan to use human subjects, vulnerabe
populations, or animals must discuss how they intend to conform to existing regulations on
protecion from research risks. Applicaions will be reviewedif the proposed projecthasbeen
(1) approved by the Institutional Review Board (IRB) of the Applicart Organizaion; (2)
identified as exempt by the IRB review; (3) scheduled for IRB review before October 1,
2008. Applicaions that do not meetone of these requiremeris will not be reviewed. Plea®
includein the Apperdix documertation of the projectOsstatus (e g., letter of IRB approval).

PERSONNEL. Decribe the qualificatons of the Principal Invedigator and key personnel to
implemert the project The PI should be anoutstanding senior invegigator asdocumerted by
publicaions, paterts, honors, grants, and similar indices of stature. Include biographical
sketchesof the Pl and all key personnel in the Appendix.



1] Education and Dissemination Plan (Maximum two pages)

Pregn ideas for disseminating research findings as a supplemen to or in collaboration with the
educatonal outreach activities of the NCRG and Institute. Current dissemination and educafonal
programsinclude The BASIS (Brief Addiction Science Information Saurce), the amual confererce, ard
the gaming empgoyeeeducation program, EMERGE.

v Organizational Structure (Maximum two pages)

A Certer of Excellence should be anidentifiabe organizaional unit within aninstitutional structure such
as a univerdty, medcal certer, or a consortium of affiliated cooperaing ingtitutions. Prgposals should
demamstrate that the applicart institution will provide the infragructure and support necesary for cross-
disciplinary collaboration. Organizaional structure should be summarizedin adiagr.am.

\% Budget

Requeds for direct costs may not exceed $350,000 for the ertire three'yea grart period. The ceiling for
indirect costs is 15 percert of the direct costs requeged Total requeds for the entire project may not
exceed$350,000 (direct) + $52,500 (indirecf) = $402,500.

We erncourage applicarts to be as creatve as possible in containing the costs of the proposed project
Cost-efficiency will be a consideraton in the evaluation of applicaions. Grart funding requeds should be
commersurate with the size and scope of the proposed activity.

Pregn a two-page summary of the threeyear project budget using the categories listed below. Funds
may be used for project staff salaries travel, consultant fees data collecton and aralysis, patiert care,
recrutmert incertivesand advertising, supplies and other direct costs. The Institute will support indirect
costs (also known as OFailities and Administrative CostsO)up to the rate of 15 percen of the total
amaunt requeded for direct costs. Institutional indirect cost rates negotiated with the Federal
government do not apply. All amounts must bein U.S. dollars

The budget summary page should reflect the amount of cost sharing that will be provided by the
Applicart Institution. Although not a requiremert for funding, a significart level of cost sharing may
ernharce the competitiveness of the proposal.

The budget summary should be followed by a narrative explaining and justifying the costs requegedin
eachcaegory:

a) SENIOR PERSONNEL AND OTHER PERSONNEL: Summaizethe activitiesof each position asit
relatesto the projectand the calculations usedto determine the amounts requegedfor Salry and Fringe
berefits.

b) Iderntify CONSULTANTSby name and edimaite the number of days of serviceand rate of
compensation.

¢) SUPPLIES. Show how egimatesfor eachitem weredetermined.

d) EQUIPMENT is defined asanitem of property that hasan acauisition cost of $5,000 or more (unless
the organizaton hasedalishedlower levels) and an expecied service life of more than one year.Explain
why the equipmert is necessary to the project and not rea®nally availabe or accesible at the Applicart
Institution. Also, explain the choice betweenrental and purchase.

e) TRAVEL: Experditures for local and non-local travel, including airfare, lodging, meak, and ground
transportation, should be described in detail. Provide the bass for the calculation aswell asthe purpose
for all travel. Base egimateson the Applicart InstitutionOgurrent policies(e.g., per diem rate, mileage).



f) HUMAN SUBJECTS Costs of recruitmert (e.g., purchase of advertising); paymerts to subjects, patiert
careard other costs associated with the use of participantsin the study.

g) OTHER costs not coveredby the albove categoriessuch aslaboratory costs, imagng technology.
h) INDIRECT COSTSmay nhot exceed15 percert of the total amaunt of direct costs requeged

Vi Appendix

Plea® do not use the Appendix to circumvert the page limitations of the Resarch Plan For example,
graphs, diagams tabdes and charts must be includedin the body of the narrative.

The Apperdix should include:

¥ Alist of referencescitedin the applicaion,
¥ Biographical sketchesof the Pl and key personnel, and
¥ Letter(s) of support

The BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH (not to exceedfour pagesper person) should include the following
information:

¥ Education and training (institutions, degrees years field of study),

¥ List of positions and honors (in chronol ogical order concluding with the present position),

¥ List of selecedpeerreviewed publicaions, and

¥ Resachsupport (ongoing or completedresach; provide datesand namesof funding sources.

Applicarts from U.S. institutions arewelcometo use the biosketch form used by the National Institutes of
Health (NIH). Others should use the biosketch form adapted from the NIH form and availake from the
Institute (cjreilly@chaharvardedu).

The Appendix may also include other documerts essential to the review of the applicaion; for examge,
surveys, quedionnaires data collecton instrumerts, clinical protocols, corregpondence regardng the
status of IRB approval, and informedconsent documerts.

DEUVERY OF APPLICATION

Applicatons are due by 5 p.m. (EDT) on Monday, June 16, 2008. The applicaion package must be
submitted electonically. A hard copy of the title page signed by the auhorized representative of the
applicart institution must be mailed and postmarked no later than June 16, 2008. (Include an unsigned
title page in the applicaion package submitted electronically.) All documerts must be converted into a
PDF using a PDF-creaton software such as Adobe” Acrobat” Prdfessional. (Note: The free Acrobat
Readr camot be used to create PDFO3 Scaming hard copies to produce a PDF typicaly reults in
excesively large files that can be difficult to e-mail or open and, therefore, will not be acceped for
review. The PDF should be sent to Christine Reilly, Execuive Direcbor, Institute for Research on
Patological Gambling and Related Disorders via e-mail to cjreilly52@gmai.com. Attachmerts must not
exceed20 megabytes(MB).

REMEW PROCES

A peerreview parel of distinguished resaichers will meetduring in August or Segember 2008 to
evaluate proposals for Certer grants. Reviewerswill follow the criteria of the U.S. National Institutes of
Health to determine the sciertific merit of the proposed resarchinvedigation:

¥ Sgnificance Doesthis study address an important problem?If the aims of the applicaion are
acheved, how will scientific knowledge or clinical pracice be advanced? What will be the effect
of these studies on the concefds, methods, techhologies treainerts, services or prevertative
intervertions that drive this field?



¥ Approach: Are the concepual or clinical framework, desgn, methods, and analyses adequately
developed, well integated, well rea®ned, and appropriate to the aims of the project? Does the
applicart acknowledge potertial problem areasand consider alterrative tactics?

¥ Innovation: Is the project original and innovative? For example: Does the project challenge
existing paradgms or clinical pracice, address an innovative hypotheds or critical barrier to
progress in the field? Does the project dewvelop or emgdoy novel concepds, approaches
methodol ogies tools, or technologiesfor this area?

¥ Invegigators: Are the key personnel appropriately trained and well suitedto carry out this work?
Is the work proposed appropriate to the experience level(s) of the principal invedigator(s) and
other reearchers? Doesthe invegigative teambring complementary and integrated expertise to
the project?

¥ Environmert: Doesthe sciertific environmert in which the work will be done contribute to the
probakility of succes? Does the proposed study berefit from unique features of the sciertific
ervironmert or employ useful collaborative arrargemens? Is there evidence of institutional
support?

In addition, applicaions will be reviewed for appropriateress of budget and protectons for human
subjects and animal subjects (if applicade). Gender and minority represertation will be asessed as
needed, aswill theinclusion of children

Funding decisions will be amounced before October 1, 2008. All applicarts will receve the written
commerts of the assignedreviewers

QUEJIONS?
Contact Christine Reilly at cjreilly@cha.harvard.edu or call 781-306-8600.

THENATIONAL CENTERFOR REFPON3BLE GAMING

The National Certer for Regonsible Gaming (NCRG) was edabished in 1996 as a nonprofit
organizaton dedcatedto supporting high quality sciertific resaich on disorderedgambling behavior and
public education on the potential heakh consequencesof gamHding. NCRG-funded research hasgereraied
more than 150 articles in pee-reviewed sciertific journals and reaulted in a number of importart
advarcesin the field. The following arejust a few examgesof reseach macde possible by support from
the NCRG:

¥ Thefirst demonstration thata monetary rewardin a gambling-like experiment producesbrain
activation very similar to that observedin a cocaine addict receiving aninfusion of cocaine
(Breiter etal., 2001).

¥ Thefirst reliable etimatesof the prevalence of gamiding disorders accading to the National
Resach Council (National ResarchCouncil, 1999; Shaffer, Hall, & Vander Bilt, 1999).

¥ Thefirst national study of gamlding behaviors on U.S. college and universty campuses(LaBrie,
Shaffer, LaPlante, & Wechsler, 2003).

¥ Thefirst amalysis of gambling data collected by the U.S. National Comorbidity Survey
Refdication Study (Kessler etal., 2008).

The NCRGOsnmission includesthe dissemination of researchfindings to the larger public through projects
such asthe amual Confererce on Gambling and Addiction and a publication series Increasing the Odds,
desgnedto trarslate new reseaich to the public. For moreinformaton, visit www.ncrg.org.



THEINSTITUTEFOR REEARCH ON PATHOLOGICAL GAMBLING AND RELATED
DISORDERS

The Institute for Researchon Pathological GamHding and Related Disorderswasedahlishedin 2000 by a
multi-year contract awarded by the NCRG to the Division on Addictions at Harvard Medcal School
(HMS). Modeled after the National Institutesof Healkh, the Institute supports both interral core gambling
research by the HMS facuty at the Division on Addictions and competitively funded external researchat
educatonal, medcal, and research institutions worldwide. The InstituteOspublic educaion acivities
include the online BASIS (Brief Addiction Science Informaton Saurce), the NCRG/Institute Confererce
on GamHding and Addiction, anrd EMERGE: Executive Managemen and Employee Regponsible Gaming
Education, a sciencebased training for gaming emgdoyees For more informaion, visit
www.divisiononaddictions.org/institute.

THEDIVISON ON ADDICTIONS

In 1992, Harvard Medcal Sctool edaldished The Division on Addictions (DOA) to coordinate research,
educaton, and training about the addictive disorders at HMS and its affiliated teaching hospitals. The
mission of the DOA, now basedin the departmert of psychiatry at the HM S-affi liated Cambridge Heakh
Alliarce, is to strengthen worldwide underganding of addiction through innovative resarch education,
and the global exchange of informaion. The DOAOsultimate goal is to alleviate the individual, social,
medcal, and economic burders cawsed by addictive behaviors. DOA resach has been supported by
grans from a variety of private and public sourcesincluding the National Institute on Drug Abuse, the
National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism, the National Institute of Mental Health, the lowa
Department of Public Heath, the State of Nevada, ValueOptions, bwin, the National Certer for
Regonsible Gaming, and others A list of publicaions and other resurces is availabde at
http://www.divisiononaddictions.org.
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