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The Institute for Research on Pathological Gambling and Related Disorders is pleased to announce the 
availability of competitive grants to establish Centers of Excellence in Gambling Research. The two-fold 
purpose of this new grants program is to (1) advance the understanding of disordered gambling behavior 
through innovative, multi-disciplinary research investigations, and (2) enhance the dissemination of 
research findings to the public. The National Center for Responsible Gaming (NCRG), the only private 
U.S. organization dedicated exclusively to supporting scientifi c research on gambling disorders, has 
provided funding for this new initiative. The Institute for Research on Pathological Gambling and Related 
Disorders will manage the development and operations of the program. (See below for more information 
about the NCRG, the Institute, and the Division on Addictions.) 

THE CURRENT STATE OF GAMBLING RESEARCH  

A recent study of trends in gambling-related research found that Òpublications released between 1999 and 
2003 disproportionately contain almost 1/3 of all gambling-related citationsÓ (Shaffer, Stanton, & Nelson, 
2006). This exponential growth in scientifi c research has expanded our knowledge of Òpathological 
gamblingÓ (American Psychiatric Association, 1994). There appears to be consensus about several 
aspects of the disorder, including prevalence rates among the adult general population (Breiter, Aharon, 
Kahneman, Dale, & Shizgal, 2001; Comings et al., 1999; Shaffer, LaBrie, LaPlante, Nelson, & Stanton, 
2004; Slutske, 2006). Despite this progress, the field of gambling studies is young compared with the 
study of other addictive behaviors. The following is a list of examples of the many unresolved issues 
facing researchers: 

¥ The identifi cation of psychological and social risk and protective factors that influence the 
transition to and onset of gambling disorders; 

¥ Evidence-based prevention and treatment strategies; 
¥ The utilization of objective measures of behavior, such as psychosocial and neurobiological 

indices that do not directly relate to the negative consequences of gambling; 
¥ The construct validity of pathological gambling as a primary and unique disorder; and 
¥ Assessment of the social and economic impact of gambling. 

Research focused on such seminal issues requires a funding mechanism that is beyond the scope of the 
grants currently funded by the NCRG through the Institute for Research on Pathological Gambling and 
Related Disorders (www.divisiononaddictions.org/institute). Although the incremental research supported 
by these grants is vital to the field, systematic investigations tackling fundamental research domains, as 
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opposed to targeted projects, are essential for the continued progress of the field and the ultimate 
translation of findings to effective prevention and treatment strategies.  

PURPOSE 

Centers of Excellence in Gambling Research grants are intended to provide funding for a stable, long-
term institutional focus on a complex set of gambling-related problems requiring an innovative, multi-
disciplinary approach. Recipients are expected to provide leadership in the field by (1) conducting 
cutting-edge investigations of gambling and gambling-related disorders and (2) translating research 
findings to information that the public can understand and apply. Investigative efforts should be broadly 
based, encompassing a variety of areas, including biological, biomedical, social, behavioral, and/or 
clinical sciences.  

SELECTION PROCESS 

The Institute for Research on Pathological Gambling and Related Disorders will convene an independent 
panel of distinguished scientists to evaluate grant applications. The criteria listed below will guide the 
reviewers as they evaluate applications to become a Center of Excellence in Gambling Research. 

Resear ch  Plan 

The proposed investigation should focus on a seminal issue that challenges existing paradigms and 
requires a systematic approach of inquiry. The proposal should describe the importance of the study to the 
concepts or methods that drive this field. Proposals that integrate a multi-disciplinary collaboration 
structure will be given priority.  

Per sonnel 

The lead investigators should have a strong record of research in the field of gambling studies as 
evidenced by a record of scholarly publications in widely indexed peer-reviewed scientifi c journals and 
grants from public and/or private sources. The proposal also should demonstrate that other key personnel 
are appropriately trained and well suited to carry out the proposed investigation(s). 

Educat ion Plan 

Applicants should propose creative ways of disseminating research findings to academic and non-
academic audiences to supplement or collaborate with the educational outreach activities of the NCRG 
and the Institute. Current educational programs include The BASIS (Brief Addiction Science Information 
Source, www.basisonline.org), the annual NCRG/Institute Conference on Gambling and Addiction 
(www.ncrg.org), and the gaming employee education program, EMERGE (www.emerge-training.org). 

Inst i t ut ional  Suppor t  

A Center of Excellence in Gambling Research must be an identifi able organizational unit within an 
institutional structure (e.g., university, medical center, or a consortium of affi liated cooperating 
institutions). The proposal should demonstrate that the applicant institution is committed to providing the 
necessary infrastructure for multi-disciplinary collaboration and capable of maintaining the long-term 
viability of the Center for Excellence. 

ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS 

Applications will be considered only from organizations that are tax-exempt under Section 501 (c) (3) of  
the Internal Revenue Code and which are not private foundations as defined in Section 509 (a) of the 
Code. Applications from outside the United States are welcome as long as the applicant institution 
provides a written legal opinion that the institution qualifi es as tax exempt under these sections of the 
U.S. Internal Revenue Code or if a qualifying organization is authorized to receive funds for them under 
this code. 
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APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS 

For m at t ing 

The application should be presented on 8-1/2 X 11 inch paper and formatted according to the following 
specifi cations: 

¥ Use an Arial, Helvetica, Palatino Linotype, or Georgia typeface. 
¥ Font should be in black and 11 points or larger. 
¥ A smaller type size may be used in figures, graphs, diagrams, charts, tables, figure legends, and 

footnotes. However, applicants should use their judgment and avoid the use of excessively small 
type that would be diffi cult to read. 

¥ Margins should be at least one half inch on all sides on all pages in the application. 
¥ Follow the page limits provided below. 

Applications that do not meet these requirements will not be accepted for review. 

Com ponent s 

The application must include the following components in order to be eligible for review: 

I. Title Page 
II.  Research Plan 

III.  Education and Dissemination Plan 
IV . Organizational Structure 

V. Budget Summary and Justifi cation 
VI. Appendix (include biosketches of key personnel, references cited) 

I. T it le Page (Maximum one page) 

1) TITLE of the project. 

2) The PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR (PI) is the person responsible for the scientifi c and 
technical direction of the project and will function as the Center director. The PI is the 
primary contact for the Institute staff. Provide full name, degrees, title, department, 
institution, mailing address, telephone and fax numbers, and e-mail address. 

3) DATES OF PROPOSED PERIOD OF SUPPORT: Grants must begin October 1, 2008 and 
must conclude by October 1, 2011. 

4) FUNDS REQUESTED: Total requests for the three-year period may not exceed $350,000 
(direct) + $52,250 (indirect). Requests must be in U.S. dollars.   

5) The APPLICANT INSTITUTION is the organization that will be legally and financially 
responsible for the conduct of activities supported by the award. 

6) Identify the ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICIAL at the Applicant Institution who will be notifi ed 
if the project is funded. Provide name, degrees, title, mailing address, telephone and fax 
numbers, and e-mail address. 

7) Identify the AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE of the Applicant Institution who is 
authorized to sign grant applications and required certifi cations and/or assurances that are 
necessary to fulfi ll the requirements of the application process. Provide name, degrees, title, 
mailing address, telephone and fax numbers, and e-mail address. 

8) APPLICANT INSTITUTION CERTIFICATION AND ACCEPTANCE: The authorized 
representative must certify that: 
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ÒThe statements herein are true, complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge. The 
[Applicant Institution] agrees to accept the obligation to comply with the award terms and 
conditions of the Institute for Research on Pathological Gambling and Related Disorders.Ó 

9) The SUMMARY should be a self-contained, succinct summary of the proposed research 
investigation and educational activities suitable for dissemination to the public if the project 
is funded.  

II Resear ch  Plan (Maximum of 12 Pages) 

The narrative of the research plan should include the following sections: 

1) SPECIFIC AIMS. Describe the specifi c aims of the proposed research investigation and what 
you hope to accomplish during the funded period. The Centers are expected to provide the 
next generation of ideas and approaches. Incremental work, though valuable, should not be 
the focus of Center activities. Rather, new and creative directions are required, and it is 
expected that a Center will transform knowledge in the field. 

2) BACKGROUND AND SIGNIFICANCE. Briefl y sketch the background leading to your 
project, critically evaluate the current state of knowledge in the field in a brief literature 
review, and specifi cally identify the gaps that the proposed investigation is intended to fi ll. 
Explain how the proposed project will extend existing knowledge and make a signifi cant 
contribution to the field. 

3) RESEARCH DESIGN AND METHODS. Describe the specifi c details of the research 
project. Include a precise description of the data collection methods and research design. 
Explain how the data will be collected, analyzed, and interpreted. If possible, explain the 
advantage of the proposed methodology over existing ones. If human subjects are involved, 
be sure to provide a detailed plan for recruitment and retention. Research on low base rate 
disorders such as pathological gambling is frequently hampered by diffi culties in recruiting 
and retaining a suffi cient number of subjects. 

There must be research activity across a variety of disciplines or sub-disciplines such that 
multiple scientifi c perspectives and approaches are brought to bear on an area or question; for 
example, collaboration between neuroscientists, social psychologists and economists. 

4) TIMETABLE. Provide a three-year timetable for the research investigation. 

5) ETHICAL GUIDELINES. Applicants who plan to use human subjects, vulnerable 
populations, or animals must discuss how they intend to conform to existing regulations on 
protection from research risks. Applications will be reviewed if the proposed project has been 
(1) approved by the Institutional Review Board (IRB) of the Applicant Organization; (2) 
identifi ed as exempt by the IRB review; (3) scheduled for IRB review before October 1, 
2008. Applications that do not meet one of these requirements will not be reviewed. Please 
include in the Appendix documentation of the projectÕs status (e.g., letter of IRB approval). 

6) PERSONNEL. Describe the qualifi cations of the Principal Investigator and key personnel to 
implement the project. The PI should be an outstanding senior investigator as documented by 
publications, patents, honors, grants, and similar indices of stature. Include biographical 
sketches of the PI and all key personnel in the Appendix.  
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III Educat ion and Di ssem inat ion Plan (Maximum two pages) 

Present ideas for disseminating research findings as a supplement to or in collaboration with the 
educational outreach activities of the NCRG and Institute. Current dissemination and educational 
programs include The BASIS (Brief Addiction Science Information Source), the annual conference, and 
the gaming employee education program, EMERGE.  

IV Or ganizat ional  St r uct ur e (Maximum two pages) 

A Center of Excellence should be an identifi able organizational unit within an institutional structure such 
as a university, medical center, or a consortium of affiliated cooperating institutions. Proposals should 
demonstrate that the applicant institution will provide the infrastructure and support necessary for cross-
disciplinary collaboration. Organizational structure should be summarized in a diagram. 

V Budget  

Requests for direct costs may not exceed $350,000 for the entire three-year grant period. The ceiling for 
indirect costs is 15 percent of the direct costs requested. Total requests for the entire project may not 
exceed $350,000 (direct) + $52,500 (indirect) = $402,500. 

We encourage applicants to be as creative as possible in containing the costs of the proposed project. 
Cost-efficiency will be a consideration in the evaluation of applications. Grant funding requests should be 
commensurate with the size and scope of the proposed activity. 

Present a two-page summary of the three-year project budget using the categories listed below. Funds 
may be used for project staff salaries, travel, consultant fees, data collection and analysis, patient care, 
recruitment incentives and advertising, supplies, and other direct costs. The Institute will support indirect 
costs (also known as ÒFacilities and Administrative CostsÓ) up to the rate of 15 percent of the total 
amount requested for direct costs. Insti tuti onal indirect cost rates negotiated with the Federal 
government do not apply. All amounts must be in U.S. dollars. 

The budget summary page should reflect the amount of cost sharing that will be provided by the 
Applicant Institution. Although not a requirement for funding, a signifi cant level of cost sharing may 
enhance the competitiveness of the proposal. 

The budget summary should be followed by a narrative explaining and justifying the costs requested in 
each category: 

a) SENIOR PERSONNEL AND OTHER PERSONNEL: Summarize the activities of each position as it 
relates to the project and the calculations used to determine the amounts requested for Salary and Fringe 
benefits. 

b) Identify CONSULTANTS by name and estimate the number of days of service and rate of 
compensation. 

c) SUPPLIES: Show how estimates for each item were determined. 

d) EQUIPMENT is defined as an item of property that has an acquisition cost of $5,000 or more (unless 
the organization has established lower levels) and an expected service life of more than one year. Explain 
why the equipment is necessary to the project and not reasonably available or accessible at the Applicant 
Institution. Also, explain the choice between rental and purchase. 

e) TRAVEL: Expenditures for local and non-local travel, including airfare, lodging, meals, and ground 
transportation, should be described in detail. Provide the basis for the calculation as well as the purpose 
for all travel. Base estimates on the Applicant InstitutionÕs current policies (e.g., per diem rate, mileage). 



 6 

f) HUMAN SUBJECTS: Costs of recruitment (e.g., purchase of advertising); payments to subjects, patient 
care and other costs associated with the use of participants in the study. 

g) OTHER costs not covered by the above categories such as laboratory costs, imaging technology. 

h) INDIRECT COSTS may not exceed 15 percent of the total amount of direct costs requested. 

VI A ppendix  

Please do not use the Appendix to circumvent the page limitations of the Research Plan. For example, 
graphs, diagrams, tables, and charts must be included in the body of the narrative. 

The Appendix should include: 

¥ A list of references cited in the application,  
¥ Biographical sketches of the PI and key personnel, and 
¥ Letter(s) of support 

The BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH (not to exceed four pages per person) should include the following 
information: 

¥ Education and training (institutions, degrees, years, fi eld of study), 
¥ List of positions and honors (in chronological order concluding with the present position), 

¥ List of selected peer-reviewed publications, and 
¥ Research support (ongoing or completed research; provide dates and names of funding sources). 

Applicants from U.S. institutions are welcome to use the biosketch form used by the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH). Others should use the biosketch form adapted from the NIH form and available from the 
Institute (cjreilly@cha.harvard.edu). 

The Appendix may also include other documents essential to the review of the application; for example, 
surveys, questionnaires, data collection instruments, clinical protocols, correspondence regarding the 
status of IRB approval, and informed consent documents. 

DELIVERY OF APPLICATION 

Applications are due by 5 p.m. (EDT) on Monday, June 16, 2008. The application package must be 
submitted electronically. A hard copy of the title page signed by the authorized representative of the 
applicant institution must be mailed and postmarked no later than June 16, 2008. (Include an unsigned 
title page in the application package submitted electronically.) All documents must be converted into a 
PDF using a PDF-creation software such as Adobë  Acrobaẗ  Professional. (Note: The free Acrobat 
Reader cannot be used to create PDFÕs.) Scanning hard copies to produce a PDF typically results in 
excessively large fi les that can be diffi cult to e-mail  or open and, therefore, will not be accepted for 
review. The PDF should be sent to Christine Reilly, Executive Director, Institute for Research on 
Pathological Gambling and Related Disorders, via e-mail to cjreilly52@gmail.com. Attachments must not 
exceed 20 megabytes (MB). 

REVIEW PROCESS 

A peer-review panel of distinguished researchers will meet during in August or September 2008 to 
evaluate proposals for Center grants. Reviewers will follow the criteria of the U.S. National Institutes of 
Health to determine the scientifi c merit of the proposed research investigation: 

¥ Significance: Does this study address an important problem? If the aims of the application are 
achieved, how will scientifi c knowledge or clinical practice be advanced? What will be the effect 
of these studies on the concepts, methods, technologies, treatments, services, or preventative 
interventions that drive this field? 
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¥ Approach: Are the conceptual or clinical framework, design, methods, and analyses adequately 
developed, well integrated, well reasoned, and appropriate to the aims of the project? Does the 
applicant acknowledge potential problem areas and consider alternative tactics?  

¥ Innovation: Is the project original and innovative? For example: Does the project challenge 
existing paradigms or clinical practice, address an innovative hypothesis or critical barrier to 
progress in the field? Does the project develop or employ novel concepts, approaches, 
methodologies, tools, or technologies for this area? 

¥ Investigators: Are the key personnel appropriately trained and well suited to carry out this work? 
Is the work proposed appropriate to the experience level(s) of the principal investigator(s) and 
other researchers? Does the investigative team bring complementary and integrated expertise to 
the project? 

¥ Environment: Does the scientifi c environment in which the work will be done contribute to the 
probability of success? Does the proposed study benefit from unique features of the scientifi c 
environment or employ useful collaborative arrangements? Is there evidence of institutional 
support? 

In addition, applications will be reviewed for appropriateness of budget and protections for human 
subjects and animal subjects (if applicable). Gender and minority representation will be assessed as 
needed, as will the inclusion of children.  

Funding decisions will be announced before October 1, 2008. All applicants will receive the written 
comments of the assigned reviewers. 

QUESTIONS? 

Contact Christine Reilly at cjreilly@cha.harvard.edu or call 781-306-8600. 

THE NATIONAL CENTER FOR RESPONSIBLE GAMING 

The National Center for Responsible Gaming (NCRG) was established in 1996 as a nonprofi t 
organization dedicated to supporting high quality scientifi c research on disordered gambling behavior and 
public education on the potential health consequences of gambling. NCRG-funded research has generated 
more than 150 articles in peer-reviewed scientifi c journals and resulted in a number of important 
advances in the field. The following are just a few examples of research made possible by support from 
the NCRG: 

¥ The fi rst demonstration that a monetary reward in a gambling-like experiment produces brain 
activation very similar to that observed in a cocaine addict receiving an infusion of cocaine 
(Breiter et al., 2001). 

¥ The fi rst reliable estimates of the prevalence of gambling disorders, according to the National 
Research Council (National Research Council, 1999; Shaffer, Hall, & Vander Bilt, 1999). 

¥ The fi rst national study of gambling behaviors on U.S. college and university campuses (LaBrie, 
Shaffer, LaPlante, &  Wechsler, 2003). 

¥ The fi rst analysis of gambling data collected by the U.S. National Comorbidity Survey 
Replication Study (Kessler et al., 2008). 

The NCRGÕs mission includes the dissemination of research findings to the larger public through projects 
such as the annual Conference on Gambling and Addiction and a publication series, Increasing the Odds, 
designed to translate new research to the public. For more information, visit www.ncrg.org. 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR RESEARCH ON PATHOLOGICAL GAMBLING AND RELATED 
DISORDERS 

The Institute for Research on Pathological Gambling and Related Disorders was established in 2000 by a 
multi-year contract awarded by the NCRG to the Division on Addictions at Harvard Medical School 
(HMS). Modeled after the National Institutes of Health, the Institute supports both internal core gambling 
research by the HMS faculty at the Division on Addictions and competitively funded external research at 
educational, medical, and research institutions worldwide. The InstituteÕs public education activities 
include the online BASIS (Brief Addiction Science Information Source), the NCRG/Institute Conference 
on Gambling and Addiction, and EMERGE: Executive Management and Employee Responsible Gaming 
Education, a science-based training for gaming employees. For more information, visit 
www.divisiononaddictions.org/institute. 

THE DIVISION ON ADDICTIONS 

In 1992, Harvard Medical School established The Division on Addictions (DOA) to coordinate research, 
education, and training about the addictive disorders at HMS and its affiliated teaching hospitals. The 
mission of the DOA, now based in the department of psychiatry at the HMS-affi liated Cambridge Health 
Alliance, is to strengthen worldwide understanding of addiction through innovative research, education, 
and the global exchange of information. The DOAÕs ultimate goal is to alleviate the individual, social, 
medical, and economic burdens caused by addictive behaviors. DOA research has been supported by 
grants from a variety of private and public sources including the National Institute on Drug Abuse, the 
National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism, the National Institute of Mental Health, the Iowa 
Department of Public Health, the State of Nevada, ValueOptions, bwin, the National Center for 
Responsible Gaming, and others. A list of publications and other resources is available at 
http://www.divisiononaddictions.org. 
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